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R E A S O N S ^,;,^ 

TO THE CONSIDERATION OF PARLIAMENT, ' ;-lfeW 



WHY THEY BHOULO^OT CRANIO 

THEIR IMMEDIATE CONSENT 

TO THE PETITION Of 

THE COMMITTEE OF THE UNION CANAL 



r R m: 



LEICESTER BY HARBOROUGH TO NORTHAMPTON. 



It is the common fate in all dlfputed points, that each attaches himfelf to one fide, 
without allowing tlie other any Sfiare of Truth. 

It is referved for the unbiaftd and fiumi Judgment, which can take from every 
Opinion, whatever Truth it contains, and from the whole united together to 
raife one regular, beneficial and lafling Syflenu 

Dr. Home. 
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REASONS, &f. 



j[ H E Committee of the Northampton and Harborough Union 
Canal do allow, that the primary Ufe of fuch Canal muft arife from 
Opening a Market with the Metropolis from Hull, caftward, and 
liiverpool wefbvard, — and the intermediate places of Trade. 

l^ow whenever the Grand Junftion is compleated at Braunllon, fuch 
Opening will take place immediately — as there already exifts a Canal 
from Braunfton to Fafely, Bromley Common,— then to Burton-up- 
on-Trent and Shardlow — whence navigable to Hiill. From Bromley, 
there is a Canal to the Merfey and another to the Severn. 

This Faft furnilhes the ftrongeft Realons for Confideration and 
agairift the immediate Confent of Parliament to the Petition of the 
Committee of the Union Canal. For this Canal when executed wiH 
be a parallel to the one alluded .to above, and to which the Faith of 
Parliament is already pledged. 

The Expenfes are large and certain—calculated at no lefs thaa 
five thoufand pounds per Mile— and Many are inclined to think the 
profpedt of Succefs to the Subfcribers promifes from this fingle 
Confideration, but a low rate of Intercft for their Money. * 

The 

"^It may here be remarked, that the Canal, called the GraadTnuik, as far North- 
ward as from Runcorn to Harecaftle, was executed at the Rate of 700I. per Milc« 
all expenfes included, as to Bridges, Locks, &a except that of the expenfe of the Bill 
thro* Parliament^and from the Tunnel thro* HarecaiUe to Wilden-fcrry at the Rate 
of loool. per Mile— —This Grand Trunk bemg 90 Miles in Length, befides a Jaige 
number of Bridges, has Seventy-five Locks— Paflage thro' HarecaiUe, 2880 Yards ui 
Jnigth and Seventy Yards bdow the Surface^ coft lo^oooL 
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The Town oT Northampton are in no want of fuch Canal— For- 
whenever the Grand Junftion is completed at Braunfton,. the Commit- 
tee^of that Canal will make to the Inhabitants of Northampton a Cut 
fix)m the faid Canal at or near Gayton to fome point near that Town.— 
By thefe means, they will have a Water Carriage from Lx)kdon, Bir- 
mingham, Stourport, Liverpool, Hull and Oxford. The Coals of 
Staffordfhire and Warwickihire will be brought to Them at lower 
prices than the Derbyfhire poflibly can by their propofcd Line, Andi 
if a Canal from Aihby-Wolds to GrifF ihould take place,^ which is. 
now in Contemplation, They will likewife be furnilhed with the va- 
luable Coals of Oakthorpe or Meafham. #-^ 

The propofed Line is thro' a remarkably rich Country — a confi- 
derable Quantity of which is worth from 30 to 40 Shillings per Acre.. 
^or is there either within the Bowels of the Earth in this Traft, or 
on its Surface, Valuables fuflicient to keep the Boats always loaden. 
A Matter furely highly neceffary to fatisfy the Expeftations of the 
Subfcnbers. Northampton has been, faid to be a Granary of Corn^. 
capable of fupplying diftant Counties^. Whatever it might have been 
formerly this Argument lofes much of its force by the Number of open 
fields, which have been within the laft thirty Years enclofed — whence- 
many Acres once devoted to Tillage have been converted into Pa- 
fture. And indeed much of this fending Corn to diftant parts de- 
pends on the contingency of the Harveft and Seafons — as may be 
{»t>ved from the frnall number of Waggons loaden with Grain, 
which pafled thro* the Turnpikes on the Harborough and Welford 
Roads, in the year 1791,— owbg to the produdlivc Seafbn of Corn 
thro* the Kingdom. 

Much injury muft inevitably accrue to private property by this 
plan— and where Succefs is fo doubtflil. Delay is juflifiable. But 
when the Expenfes arc brought forward and arc acknowledged to be 

upwards 
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lapwards of 220,cxx>l. (in which Account the future fortune of the Ad- 
venturers is mainly at ftake) — and of this Sum 30,000!. or upwards is to- 
be devoted to the accommodating the Town of Harborough— cutting 
thro* a remarkably rich Valley, of eight Miles of Canal, to advance 
the Scheme only ij Mile — Andio/)0ol. to accommodate the Town 
of Northampton and its Vicinities, which as oblcrved before does not 
want fuch Canal furely every confcientious perfon in the Com- 
mittee,, who wilhes to difcharge the Truft repofed in Him, by an up- 
right Adherence to the Good of the Community, the Intereft of 
Land-owners, and Occupiers, and the Welfare of the Subfcribers— 
muft allow that a Petition of this Importance ought not to be.hur- 
ry'd — but on the contrary more Time for weighing its Merits (hould 
be allowed ; for it may with propriety be afked. What is the Interval 
from June r9th to September 7th, when the Matter firft came forward 
to the Decifion of the Committee ? — I fay ^hey (hould furely be thus 
aduated, left iheir Advjce refemble the Reed of Egypt, which was not 
only incapable of fuftaining die incumbent preffure, but which pierced 
the Hand that leaned upon it.. 

Mr. Jessop has ftated; that the expenles of a Line of Canal fronx 
the Grand Junftion to, or near Northampton being 4I Miles, wilt 
coft 18,785!, — and that without the intended Union Canal's Aflift- 
ance, fuch Cut may not anfwer the expenfe. 

To this it may be anfwcred. That without pretending to fay what 
ought to be the Sum arifing from Tonnage along this Cut If the 
Grand Junftion is to be fo great a Good to the Public, as its Advocates 
are willing to fuppofe, it does not leem reafonable, that other Diftrifts. 
Ihould be liable to Injury, to fecure Them from all hazard, in every 
Cut, that is branched out— It is from the refult of the whole Ton- 
nage from Brentford to Braunfton comprehending that on the feveral 

branches 
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branches from the Canal, that the Adventurers arc to derive their R-eward, 
—Now it is " fuppofed that 100,000 Tons of general Merchandize 
will annually pafs on the Grand Junftion Canal**— that Northamp- 
ton will have a proper Share of this Quantity of Goods coofigned to 
it, no one will doubt. They will have ah open Market to Lx>ndon, 
Birmingham, Oxford, Liverpool, and Hull, with other intermediate 
places— They will have the opportunity of (ending their Sea Coals, 
Deals and Wines into Bucks, Bedfordfliire, Northamptonfhire and 
Warwickfhire — Their fuperfluous Corn, particularly Oats to Dunfta- 
ble, Stratford, &c. — Their Wheat and Barley, to Coventry, which in 
general is a larger Market than Leicefter. And to thefe may be added, 
as Articles which muft come from the Grand Junftion at Gayton to 
Northampton, the Warwickfhire and StafFordfhire Pit Coals, which 
the Town and Vicinities will confume. From this Confideratipn 
there can be little doubt, but a proper Intereft will be raifed for 
the expenfes of this Cut, without being obliged to look forward to 
advantages from an extended Line from Harborough to Northamp- 
ton. ^ 

The Author of the Advantages of Inland Navigation thus writes 
•' It wQu'd be proper if the Government were to ftay the Petitions .of 
private people, and take a Summer or more to confider and find out 
which is the moft proper part of the Country to carry thefe Communi- 
cations through, not regarding in the leaft anypopulous trading town— 
but they fhou'd find out that Courfe whicTi wou'd afford at the Sum- 
mit the moft ample Supply of Water in a dry Summer, and this is 
the chief article upon wliich the Good or Evil of fuch Navigation 
depends, for as thA^ muft naturally be a high Summit of Land between 
each Junftion, from whence the Water runs both Ways — which un- 
lefs there is an ample Supply of Water for the filling the two upper 
jLocks, a number of Times each day, in order to admit the palTage of 
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as many Boats, it is in vain to propofe a Navigation — for every Timc^ 
a. Boat pafles, there will be required a Supply of five hundred and fe- 
venty-fix cubic Yards of Water. — It fliou'd therefore on this Account 
be wifhcd, riiat this material point were well weighed, for if the 
Water in thefe main Trunks fliou'd fail there is an End of the Navi-- 
gation. The proper Courfe of fuch Supply ought firft to be found- 
out, not regarding any particular populous Town or Manufadture what- 
Ibcver, as it wou'd be molt pcoper to have Canals cut inta the main^ 
Trunk from each place or Town.'*" 

Now to accommodate the Town of Northampton and it's vicinities, 
the propofed Line will pafs thro* a Country, which in a dry Summer^ 
is often diftreffed for Water— the brooks and ponds not affording fuf-' 
fkient for the Cattle,— And though a Refervoir, to the fize of Eighty 
Acres, or upwards, has been thought ncceffary and determined upon, 
yet much doubt is with propriety entertained whether^ after the Canalv 
fliall have drained it wholly or in pait, this can be repleniflied in the 
hot diy Months,, from the low Stite of the adjacent Springs and 
Brooks— And as the Soil is in general ^rong Clay-— exhalations of 
a pernicious tendency will arife by die Aftion of the Sun in a dry 
Summer from the Ooze and corrupting Vegetables, which in the 
Judgment of a Celebrated ^r(?/^w^J CbaraSier may affedt the Health 
of thofe Inhabitants who fhall be within theiB Reach, particularly when, 
a South- Weft Wind blows. 

It is likewife fubmitted ta the WilHom of die Legiflature, to adopt- 
ibmc Method to aflift thofe Turnpike and Crofs Roads or Highways, 
which are adjoining to a Canal. For the provifion already granted by 
Parliament, will in thofe cafes, be mefFeftual, where a Navigation is 
fuppofed to be an eflential benefit to a Country. In moft of the deep 
rich Soils Materials are in general fcarcely to be found, and every Pa- . 
rifli, or Lordftiip, from the nrft that adjoins the Cut, to the many in 
Succeffion muft be put to extraordinary expcnfcs, or be liable to aa. 
Ihdl£fment.. 
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This faft is notorious from the Quantity of Coals drawn from Hill- 
tnorton Wharf, thro' the pariftics of Weft-Haddon, Guilfborough, 
Cold-Aftibf, Thornby and Nafeby, not to mention many others. 
And there can be little doubt, but the fame efFeft, will follow, if the 
Derbyfliire Coals are fought after in any Quantities, ib as to pay Intc- 
reft to the Subfcribcrs to this intended Union Canal. For is is well 
known, that the Country, through which it is propofed is deep, and 
materials are with difficulty obtained from Harborough to Lamport 
for the Turnpike Road. The highways in general being very bad. 
And tho' nine Thoufand Tons have been faid to pafe alonjj that Road, 
yet it is clear that 60,000 Tons muft pafs over every and eAch Mile to 
pay 5I. per Cent, and confequently 90,000 Tons, to enable the propri- 
-erors to divide 7 il. per Cent. It is hoped therefore that Parliament will 
take this important Matter into their ferious Confideration and not 
grant the Petition without fome Provifion for the grievances alluded to. 
It has been ftated by the Ad/ocates for this Petition, that nine 
Thoufand Tons of Goods pafs annually, between Harborough 
and Northampton, and that this Quantity will be configned to a Wa- 
ter Carriage, the Income of that Road will be diminilhed, three hun- 
dred pounds />^r Annumy allowing :hree Tons to a Waggon Load, for 
there are Two TolUgates, at each of which one Shilling is paid by a 
broad wheeled Waggon. And fliould the effefts of the Canal in other 
Articles bear a proportion in the further diminution of the Tolls — 
doth it not follow, that Parliament will wifh for Time, fully to difcufs 
thefe Matters, that the Security of thofe Subfcribers to the forming and 
keeping in Repair, the Road above-mentioned, be not leffened and 
weakened. For under thefe Circunriftances, it may fairly be prefumed, 
that no indulgence can be granted by the Commiffioners of the Roads 
to the Farmers, by abating of their Stauite Duty, and yet the High- 
ways win want more repair than before. 

It is 
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ft is not hereby meant to infinuate that this Objcaion is peculiar to 
diis intended Union Canal, but applies to all Canals in fimilar Cir-- 
cumflances, and calls for Deliberation, in proportion to the Magnitude 
and Length of the Canal.* 

As tawhat more particularly concerns the Town of Harborough— 
it Ihould be obferved, that the Line recommended and furveyed by Mr. 
RiN GROSE ought to have been furveyed by Mr. Jessop, becaufe to 
condemn it without fuch furveyis^ prejudging. What fpeaks in its fa- 
vor is that eight Miles of Cutting arc faved— It gives Water to the 
Grand Junftion— has ten Miles of Level thro'* a Country aot fo valua- 
ble, nor fo circuitous— rifes 1 1-3 Feet lefs, and faves thereby nineteen 
Locks is more advantageous to the Town of Harborough, commu- 
nicating in a readier Manner with Birmingham and the Severn and 
Merfey Navigations — ^bringing the Staffordfhire and Warwicklhire 
Coals, by a nearer Line — and if as* obferved before of Northampton,i 
the intended Canal from Afhby-Wolds to GrifF fuccceds — the va- 
luable Coals of Oakthorpe, it is ftid will be afforded at Harborough 
for I aid per Cwt, — ^Thdc advantages vaftly outweigh any Inconve- 
nience by having a few. more Miles water Carriage from London 
— v«, ftom Gayton to Braunfton — fhould that be the Cafe upon a 

MeafuronenL This Line is moft friendly to the Oxford Canal — 3s 

appears by the Map— for all the Goods configned to that Town muft 
come down the Oxford and Coveitry Canals to Wclton- 

But it may be afked whether the Majority of the Inhabitants of 
Leiccfter, Harborough, and Northampton, arc not inclined to think 
diatthe Advantages to Them,, are certaiaand important To this 

Queftion 

*IVIr. Philips in his Hiilory of Inland Navigations, afler reciting certain Claufes in 
ifhe Ads granted to the Duke of Bridgwater, thus remarks, ^* By the above ab(ha&s ft 
will appear how cautioufly. the Legiflature guarded againft the infringements of public 
-* private Rights, or trclpaffing upon private Property." CP^£^ ^^J 
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<^ieftion it may be anrwercd, that Report has Ipoken negativdy as to 
the Hopes and Expeftations of the two formen And tlio' indeed no 
Icfs than 170,000!. was offered at one of the Meetings, yet nothing can 
be concluded from this high figure involving fo many Sliares, againft 
the Scnfe of the Community more immediately concerned, — for it is 
well known —that Numbers of the Subfcribers came from diftant parts 
-—and that much improper Speculation has been encouraged, fo that 
it is impoflible to diftinguilh between the upright Adherent to the Bill 
and the fpecious Advocate — And furely this want of Caution in die 
Committee is a heavy Cenfurc of their Mcafures, whicli other Com- 
mittees are peculiarly on their Guard not to merit — as may be fcen by 
adverting to the Crinan Navigation Bill and thofe from Briftol to 
Taunton and Worcefter. 

Here might properly be difcuflcd Queftions of the preient prices 
of Coals at thofe places where inland Navigations have been com- 
.pleted, compared with their prices before fuch Cands were made, 
-—Much having been advanced as :o tlie reduced Prices where fuch 
Canals have been executed — Whence a remark arifes worthy of Atten- 
tion, which is the Certainty of Coals being fold at a permanent ndu^ed 
Price where the Owner of the Colliery is the Proprietor of the Canal, 
as may be feen by referring to the Duke of Bridgwatcr^s, Sir Nigd 
<jrafley*Sj and otliers — How much tlierefore is it to be wilhcd that all 
Committees prior to their application to Parliament, wow'd endeavour 
to obtain from the Owners of Coalpits, certain terms, whereby the 
public ihall be ferved for a number of years at a price fixed-— and not 
lay themfelves open to the arbitrary Value which may be fct upon the 
Coals, when the Canal is executed to the Pit-Mouth — And to this 
Particular, the Committee of the Union Canal have not attended — 
avhich had diey taken more Time, they undoubtedly might. 

In general Coal fecms to be the principal Article i<x Boats on Canala. 

And 



And hence a pleafing becaufe a humane Idea arifes,— the furnilhing of 
the poor with Fuel. But unfortunately for the lower Clafs, it is well 
Tcnown, that when Coals are above i2d per Owt. very few of the 
Day-Labourers can afford to allow themfelves one Cwt. per Week, 
and unlefs the Parilh Officers come forward and affift the Poor, 
by retailing them at a price under the original Coft this valuable part 
•of the Argument will not hold good. And how far this Scheme can 
^ adopted by the Community at large is a ferious Queftion that calls 
for mature Deliberation. 

The Refult of thefe Obfervations Efficiently proves the Impro- 
priety offo early a petition to Parliament — becaufe at all Eventis 
fome Years muft dapfe before the Grand Junftion can be completed, 
and in the mean time the great (^ftions of the Utility and Policy 
of this Union Canal may be more fully difcufled, to the fure Ad- 
vantage of the true Subfcriber. 
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